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We are proud of  our history of  bringing performance excellence to communities across 
the Prairies. Thanks to the talents of  our artists and the generosity of  our funders and 
sponsors, we are able to introduce some of the best Canadian global and classical artists 
in concert, musical education and outreach activities.

This past season, music lovers were treated to a wide range of  instrumentation, with 
artists featuring exquisite cello, piano, a capella vocals, santur, percussion, clarinet, 
marimba and classical guitar. They performed in 43 communities across the Prairies, 
in venues including community halls, churches, theatres, schools, seniors’ centres, 
hospitals, and even "pop-up" performances in cafes and hotel lobbies. 

The 2024-25 season also included residencies in Fort McMurray and Edmonton, where 
Prairie Debut artists mentored students in masterclasses, and shared their music and 
experiences in workshops and community concerts. 

Another stand-out event was a collaborative concert series with Prairie Debut duo 
Farhad Khosravi and Daniel Stadnicki and the Eya Hey Nakoda singers/drum group 
from the Stoney Nakoda Nation. 

Our thanks go out to all who support Prairie Debut, especially our presenting partners, 
regional presenting networks and sponsors. With your backing, we continue to put 
Canadian talent on display.

Po Yeh 
Executive Director, Prairie Debut

Executive  
Director 
Po Yeh

Our team
Board  
Members
Chair | Andrea Davison 
Past Chair | Kevin Korchinski 
Treasurer | Malcolm McKay 
Board Member | Eugene Carnegie 
Board Member | Jane Ireland 
Board Member | Andrew Kwan 
Board Member | Kali Weber 

Prairie Debut: Supporting  
Canadian artists and communities  
for over two decades
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44
 
 

CONCERTS ACROSS 
THE PRAIRIE 

PROVINCES, BRITISH 
COLUMBIA, YUKON 
AND NORTHWEST 

TERRITORIES

55
  

ARTISTS AND 
ENSEMBLES WHO 
APPLIED TO TOUR 

WITH PRAIRIE DEBUT

51
 

APPLICANTS 
IDENTIFIED AS BIPOC, 
LGBTQ2S+ OR WITH 

DISABILITIES

10,500+
CANADIANS REACHED

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF 
AUDIENCE MEMBERS AT  
OUR CONCERTS, MUSIC 

EDUCATION AND  
OUTREACH EVENTS

55
PERFORMANCE  

ACTIVITIES - SCHOOL  
AND SENIORS CONCERTS,  

MASTERCLASSES, 
LECTURES 

AND WORKSHOPS

43
  COMMUNITIES

HOSTED PRAIRIE 
DEBUT ARTISTS 
THIS SEASON

A season 
of firsts 

•	 Viðarneistí gave the debut 
performance of Burman 
University's new marimba

•	 Obsidiana Duo was the first 
Prairie Debut ensemble to offer  
vocal masterclasses as part  
of their Fort McMurray  
residency 
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A capella vocals

R O N A  N A D L E R

K I M B E R L E Y  LY N C H

A L E X A N D R A  A S H E R

M E A G A N  Z A N T I N G H

Activities

C O N C E R T S

O U T R E A C H  A C T I V I T I E S

Singers Kimberley Lynch, Meagan Zantingh, Alexandra 
Asher and Rona Nadler draw listeners into a captivating 
performance as they showcase that simplest and most 
ancient of  instruments, the human voice. They offer a richly 
textured soundscape, buoyed by the personal warmth and 
chemistry of  four exceptional vocalists.

The quartet developed a holiday program especially 
for the audience in High River, Alberta. They also 
surprised guests with "pop-up" performances 
at the Alt Hotel East Village in Calgary.
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“Thank you very much again for having us host 
the Blue Dawn Quartet. Our team got  amazing 
feedback from the hotel guests! ”
Alt Hotel East Village 
Hotel Representativewatch

→  Here On 
These Branches

Blue Dawn Quartet

https://youtu.be/So5TM6m3Zt0?si=oQASDjpR0abKhe2E
https://youtu.be/So5TM6m3Zt0?si=oQASDjpR0abKhe2E
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Orontes guitarists
Classical Guitar

G A B Y  A L  B O T R O S

M O H A M M E D  M I R  M A H M O U D

O R WA  A L  S H A R A A

Activities

C O N C E R T S

O U T R E A C H  A C T I V I T I E S

The Orontes Guitarists understand the power that 
music holds to build bridges and to heal. All hailing 
from different cultural and religious traditions 
themselves, the musicians are keenly aware of  how 
music transcends barriers.  Their programs offered an 
uplifting mix of  Middle Eastern and Arabic-inspired 
classical guitar, inviting audiences to expand their 
horizons through story and song. There was a special 
poignancy to the connection between the artists and 
audiences.  Through a shared musical experience,  we 
realize how much we have in common.

“Gaby, Meer, and Orwa gave us a fantastic concert this 
afternoon, and our audience gave them an instant standing 
ovation! The trio played with superb ensemble, amazing 
technical brilliance, and all with deep musicality. The musical 
selections were truly captivating with their cross-cultural 
sounds.  A superb evening!”
Wendy Markosky, Burman University
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Khosravi & Stadnicki
Santur & Percussion

FA R H A D  K H O S R AV I 
S A N T U R

D A N I E L  S TA D N I C K I 
P E R C U S S I O N

Activities

C O N C E R T S

M U S I C  E D U C AT I O N / O U T R E A C H

This year, Farhad Khosravi and Daniel Stadnicki partnered 
with the Eya Hey Nakoda singers/drum group from the 
Stoney Nakoda Nation. Prairie Debut brought the two groups 
together in a workshop setting, giving them freedom to 
explore ways to unite the sounds of  santur, percussion and 
drums. With the support of  artsPlace Canmore and the 
Calgary Separate School Division, they brought a unique 
experience to students in Calgary, Cochrane and Canmore.
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“Music is a language, and a culture. [There is] diversity and 
power in music. Creativity—especially with the drummer 
explaining all the different parts he added to his drums—
shows that you don't have to follow expected norms and 
conventions. [The two groups were able to] work together, and 
create and mix current and traditional music and instruments. 
Some schools, like ours, currently don’t have a music program, 
so having musical groups come in is very valuable.”
Educator

watch
→  Percuss ion Pro ject  
wi th  Eya Hey Nakoda

https://youtu.be/0_HbpunXK6w?si=kuAGo_x8kd3hswZn
https://youtu.be/0_HbpunXK6w?si=kuAGo_x8kd3hswZn
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cross-cultural percussion Project
with

A R T S P L A C E 
C A N M O R E

E YA  H AY  N A K O D A  
B I G  D R U M  G R O U P

FA R H A D  K H O S R AV I  
&  D A N I E L  S TA N W I C K I 
D U O

C A L G A R Y  S E PA R AT E 
S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

This past year, Prairie Debut collaborated with several organizations 
to present two percussion-based groups from two very different 
cultures.  Eya Hey Nakoda Drumming Group, Farhad Khosravi 
and Daniel Stadnicki combined ancient Persian santur, modern 
percussion and Indigenous drumming in this performance for  
six schools.

“There's so much negative discourse today. 
Actually working with people and finding 
common bonds is so important.  
Giving kids the opportunity to experience 
different kinds of art—different kinds  
of culture —is fundamental.”
Jeremy Elbourne, 
artsPlace Executive 
Director
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Viðarneistí
Clarinet & Marimba

C AT H E R I N E  W O O D S 
C L A R I N E T

V I C T O R I A  S PA R K S 
M A R I M B A

Activities

C O N C E R T S

M U S I C  E D U C AT I O N

O U T R E A C H

Clarinet and marimba duo Catherine Wood and Victoria 
Sparks. come together as Viðarneistí (pronounced vee-
thar-nest-ee). The Icelandic term for “wood spark” is an apt 
description for what happens when the rich, sultry tone of  
the clarinet meets the percussive punch of  marimba. 

These warm and personable artists completed a residency 
at Edmonton's MacEwan University, including workshops, 
a lecture for the arts & cultural management program, and 
performances. They also gave the inaugural performance of  a 
new marimba donated to Burman University, at their Sunday 
at Four concert series.
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Obsidiana duo
Mezzo-Soprano  
& Piano

C A M I L A  M O N T E F U S C O 
V O I C E

Y O L A N D A  TA P I A 
P I A N O

Vocalist Camila Montefusco and pianist Yolanda Tapia 
showcase exquisite folk songs from their countries of  origin, 
Brazil and Mexico, as well as Canadian lullabies and ballads 
from their adopted homeland.

In February, they shared their passion for folk art music in a 
three-day residency in Fort McMurray.

Activities

M U S I C  E D U C AT I O N

“...after this year’s masterclass, one of my students I’ve had 
for a few years told me and her parents that she wants to 
pursue piano and music more seriously…  I think being able 
to see and work with a professional musician in that setting is 
encouraging for young musicians like her… ”
Music teacher, Fort McMurray
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Prairie Sons
Cello & Piano

D AV I D  L I A M  R O B E R T S 
C E L L O

G O D W I N  F R I E S E N 
P I A N O

Activities

C O N C E R T S

M U S I C  E D U C AT I O N

O U T R E A C H

As the Prairie Sons, cellist David Liam Roberts and pianist Godwin 
Friesen embody the expansive, nuanced perspective of  their home 
landscape in their concert program. Both hail from the Prairies, began 
performing alongside other members of  their families, and have been 
named to CBC’s list of  Hot 30 Classical Musicians Under 30.

Audiences across all three provinces were keen to hear this engaging 
duo, who performed 29 concerts and 15 outreach activities as  
Prairie Debut artists. They toured for a full month in spring 2025,  
and treated listeners to Godwin's new composition, "Psalm 133 for 
Cello and Piano."

“This duo was so talented! I was fortunate enough to be sitting at the 
front of the hall so I could enjoy seeing their artistry and expressions 
up close. Amazing! They were wonderful at engaging the audience, 
explaining the pieces so those of us not so knowledgeable about classical 
music could get the most out of the experience.”
Audience Member

watch
→  Pra i r ie  Sons Tour
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https://youtu.be/IDRqC9Dn_No?si=f2MHW5pFidE6acSo


While 
audiences 
were warm, 
the weather 
sometimes 
wasn't!

28
CONCERTS 16

OUTREACH
ACTIVITIES

5
WEEK TOUR

SNAPSHOTS  
FROM A PRAIRIE TOUR
Prairie Sons in Performance
In spring 2025, cellist David Liam Roberts and pianist 
Godwin Friesen spent over five weeks on the road, winding 
their way through rural towns in Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta. They shared an engaging musical compilation 
ranging from traditional classical to Metis fiddle tunes and 
familiar songs by Joni Mitchell, Randy Bachman, The Guess 
Who, and Neil Young.

11
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This year, we consulted with audience, educators and presentors to learn more about the impact of  
our work. Here, we've captured some of what they had to say. 

A R T I S T S

“When people in the Prairies show up for a 
concert, they show up with their full heart. They're 
always listening because they want that. They're not 
saturated, as in Toronto, for example. The audiences 
are engaging full on, 100 percent all the time.”

“Having these moments where we speak directly 
to the audience, I think, really helps engage people 
that might not know much about classical music .... 
they hear our voices speaking directly to them. I think that 
immediately sparks interest and engagement 
with any audience. Giving the music 
a little bit more context so they 
understand it better before we even 
start .... it is a really helpful way to 
engage more rural audiences.”

“What I really appreciated about this tour in 
particular is that it removed the barrier between 
classical guitar and the audience. This is the first time 
where I [didn't] feel that I have to have the theatre persona [or] 
the etiquette. Just talk to people, play music for them, joke with 
them, be funny, be yourself. [The Prairie Debut experience] 
was a huge lesson and I needed that because when we study 
classical music academically, we are not taught that.”

“For me, it was a really great experience, and as a musician a really important 
thing to be doing. And I laud very much the work of Po and Prairie Debut ....  
It's really important work, and I'm glad that we got to be a part of it.”

OUR IMPACT
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O V E R A L L  VA L U E

Presenters sang the praises of  Prairie Debut for the 
work that it is doing to bring diversse classical and 
global music to rural audiences across the Prairies:

“We are definitely motivated to include it. We love 
the program that Prairie Debut has. As a smaller 
presenter, it's really meaningful for us because the 
performance fees are usually quite accessible for us, 
so we really value the program.”

“Well, we really try to bring in diverse acts. It's really nice to 
have that different genre and a different type of music that we bring 
in so that we're bringing something for all community members. 
The last show we brought in, the audience was blown away. And 
there were lots of people there that weren't generally classical music 
lovers, and they said it's the best performance they've ever been to in 
our venue.”

“I think it is so important to be able to expand horizons  
and I appreciate that about Prairie Debut.” 

“Oh, I think it brings us great value, especially 
to those people that get to experience it. I have 

heard so many people (especially the season 
ticket holders) say, I came to this concert, 

and I wasn’t thinking I was really 
going to enjoy it; and then I got really 
involved in the performance.  
Or somebody said, I just moved to this 
community, and we saw that this was 
being offered, and we're so glad that we 

came. It just made us glad to be here in 
this community where it was offered.”
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The commissioning of  new works by Canadian composers has become an integral part 
of  Prairie Debut programming.  These works are shared in communities across the 
country - a legacy of  music to be enjoyed now  and in the future.

Canadian COMPOSITIONS 
 		  A LEGACY of new works

C H R I S T I N E  
D O N K I N
“Distracted  
by Stones  
on the Path”
Premiere by 
Cicchillitti Cowan 
2022

D I N U K  
W I J E R AT N E
“Homecoming” 
Premiere by  
Uchida Hoekman 
2023

K A R E N 
S U N A B A C K A 
“Reel Waltz” 
Premiere by  
Indigo Trio, 2022

2022

A L I C E  H O 
M A D E L E I N E  T H I E N 
“Circular Sky”
Premiere by 
Obsidiana Duo,  
2024

K E L LY  M A R I E  
M U R P H Y 
“Prima- 
Goodman 
Fantasy”
Premiere by  
La Fiammata  
2023 

K A R E N 
S U N A B A C K A
“An Emptiness 
in Me”  
Premiere by  
Vioarneisti, 2024 

N I C O L E  L I Z E E
“Summer’s  
Last Gasp” 
Premiere by  
Bouey Doucet, 
2022

2023/24

V I N C E N T  H O
“Heist 2”
Premiere by  
VC2 Cello Duo,  
2019

J O C E LY N  
M O R L O C K 
“Alba”
Premiere by  
meagan&amy,  
2019

2019/20
C A R M E N 
B R A D E N
“Culture  
of Isolation”
Virtual premiere 
by Duo Beija-
Flor, 2020

2024/25

G O D W I N  F R I E S E N
“Psalm 133 for  
Cello and Piano” 

Premiered in  
the Prairie Sons  
tour 2025
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YUKON

ALBERTA

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

NUNAVUT

SASKATCHEWAN

MANITOBA

ONTARIO

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

A L B E R TA

A i r d r i e

B a n f f

B a r r h e a d

B l a c k fa l d s

B r a g g  C r e e k

B r o o k s

C a l g a r y

C a m r o s e

C a n m o r e

C ay l e y

C o c h r a n e

C o n s o r t

C o l d  L a k e

D r ay t o n  Va l l e y

E d m o n t o n

E d s o n

E x s h a w

F o r t  M c M u r r ay

F o r t 
S a s k at c h e w a n

G r a n d  P r a i r i e

H i g h  R i v e r

L a c o m b e

L e d u c

L e t h b r i d g e

L l o y d m i n s t e r

M o r i n v i l l e

O k o t o k s

O l d s

R e d  D e e r

R i m b e y

S h e r w o o d  Pa r k

S p r u c e  G r o v e

S t.  A l b e r t

S t e t t l e r

S t r at h m o r e

V e r m i l l i o n

W a i n w r i g h t

W e s t l o c k

B R I T I S H 
C O L U M B I A

C h i l l i w a c k

C r e s t o n

G o l d e n

N e w 
W e s t m i n s t e r

M A N I T O B A

A lt o n a

B r a n d o n

C a r b e r r y

C a r m a n

F l i n F l o n

G l a d s t o n e

H a m i o ta

H o l l a n d

K i l l a r n e y

M i n n e d o s a

M o r d e n

N e e pa w a

O a k b a n k

P i n a w a

P o r ta g e  l a 
P r a i r i e

R e s t o n

S h o a l  L a k e

S n o w  L a k e

S o u r i s

S t.  J e a n 
B a p t i s t e

S t e i n b a c h

S t r at h c l a i r

T h e  Pa s

T h o m p s o n

V i r d e n

W i n k l e r

W i n n i p e g

N O R T H W E S T 
T E R R I T O R I E S

Y e l l o w k n i f e

O N TA R I O

K e n o r a

S A S K AT C H E W A N

A s s i n i b o i a

B i g g a r

C a n o r a

E a s t E n d

E s t e va n

H u d s o n  B ay

I n d i a n  H e a d

K i n d e r s l e y

K i p l i n g

L a  R o n g e

L e a d e r

L u s e l a n d

M e l f o r t

M e lv i l l e

M o o s e  J a w

M o o s o m i n

N i pa w i n

N o r t h 
B at t l e f o r d

O u t l o o k

P r i n c e  A l b e r t

Q u i l l  P l a i n s

R av e n s c r a g

R e d v e r s

R e g i n a

R o s t h e r n

S a s k at o o n

S h a u n av o n

S w i f t  C u r r e n t

T h e o d o r e

T i s d a l e

U n i t y

W at r o u s

W e y b u r n

W y n ya r d

Y o r k t o n

Y U K O N  T E R R I T O R Y

D a w s o n  C i t y

H a i n e s  J u n c t i o n

W h i t e h o r s e

our communities

Land  
Acknowledgement

We respect the histories, languages, and cultures of First Nations, Métis, Inuit, 
and all First Peoples of Canada, whose presence continues to enrich our 
vibrant community. 

For detailed information on the First Peoples and Traditional Territories of the 
regions we serve, please visit:  → tinyurl.com/Honoring-First-Peoples
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Thank you  
to our sponsors

P. O .  B o x  1 5 1 0 6  A s p e n  W o o d s  R P O

C a l g a r y,  A B  C a n a d a  T 3 H  0 N 8

4 0 3 . 8 6 2 . 2 9 5 4

p y e h @ p r a i r i e d e b u t. c o m

→ prairiedebut.comP o  Y e h
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

P r a i r i e  D e b u t


